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SCHOOL OF CHRISTIAN MISSION 

All United Methodist Women are cordially- 
invited to invest a small amount of your 
time in order to reap rich rewards. Ex- 
citing plans are underway to carry out 
conference goals : ( 1) Personal commit- 

ment to Christ, (2) Increase membership. 

Changes in faculty have been made: Mrs. 
Lois Kohler of Nashville, Tennessee, 
will teach Peoples and Systems . Mrs . J . 
Boyd Tyrrell, Richmond, Virginia, will 
teach The Nations of Southern Africa . 

Fact sheets and registration cards for 
School of Mission are available from 
district and local presidents. If you 
need more, write to me. 

YOU CANNOT AFFORD TO MISS THIS OPPOR- 
TUNITY. SEE YOU IN JULY. 

Mrs. Cecil Read, Dean 
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FROM THE PRESIDENT'S DESK 

This is the first issue of the new “Conference United Methodist Women's News- 
letter.” We hope the publication will be a useful tool; a means of communication 
and a means of creating interest in conference-wide activities. I am please 
announce Mrs. Carl Gallaher (Hazel) is the editor of our Newsletter. 

Your conference elected leaders continue to have opportunities for involvement 
and to receive information that we want to share with you. Of course communication 
is a two-way channel and we are learning of your activities through your dis ric 
newsletters and local evaluation reports. But the best communication takes p ace 
when we meet and share at the School of Christian Mission and Annual Meeting. 

We want your evaluation of this newsletter and your suggestion for a name. 

will be waiting to hear from YOU . Send a card to: _ n _ ol 

Mrs. Truman Ward, 500 Walker Street, New Orleans, 1A /O xcL\. 


NEW OFFICER T RAINING EVENT 

In January, 1976, I had the special op- 
portunity of attending the New Officer 
Training Event in Cincinnati. It proved 
to be one of the most exciting and en- 
lightening events I've had the privilege , 
to participate in. 

The Women's Division provided us with , 
information about the role it plays. I 
especially enjoyed hearing and seeing 
those women I've read about in response , . 
such as our president. Hazel Cummings, , 
and Barbara Campbell. 

Perhaps the most inspirational portion . 
of this event was the officer group . 

sessions which dealt with the specific . 
responsibilities of each person. . 

The result, for me, was a feeling of a . 
real challenge to fulfill my obligations . 
as Conference Secretary to the best of . 

my ability. . 

Iiirs. J. A. Stinson, Secretary ... 


MONEY TALKS 

At Butler Memorial Girls' School and 
Hostels at Delhi, India, ten girls 
live in one room for $1.75 a month. 
Twenty— five percent are Christian 
but all attend daily prayers. Each 
day they are fed a protein soya. 
Tuition is '*50 a year for primary, 
f>30 for middle and 7*125 for high 
school. 


FROM THE DISTRICTS 


Membership 

Pledge 

Alexandria 

1011 

115,892:^ 

Baton Rouge 

l$aU 

20 , 335.16 

Hammond 

1020 

10,233.^0 

Lafayette 

13°° 

3j+,5l+O.S7 

Lake Charles 

1^61 

22,Wu7h 

Monroe 

166 3 

17, 758.SU 

New Orleans 

206 k 

23 , 310.00 

Ruston 

1567 

13,739.31 

Shreveport 

2397 

29,21+0.23 

Mrs. Robert 

prupbacher. 

Treasurer 


THE NATIONAL SEMINAR 


The world and its people— their pains anu joys— were ever-present as 326 United 
Methodist Women convened in Norman* Oklahoma, for the 1975 Quadrennial National 
Seminar of the Women* s Division. Three of these 326 women were representatives of 
the Louisiana Conference United Methodist Women: Mrs. Nathaniel P. Perry, Mrs. 

Vifarren Blakeman and Mrs. Robert E. Eggerton. 

The Seminar is a major platform of projection on programs or recommendations to 
the Women's Division and general Church. It was keyed to the theme "LIVING BJ THE 
EIGHTH DAI" and provided a crash course on global economic realities, pluralism 
and inclusiveness, human sexuality, and global cooperation. All this was dene 
within a framework of theology, biblical reflection and consciousness raising. 

You may wish to review your January issue of response magazine for more complete 
coverage of this exciting drama, or take a good look at the "Our Readers Write" 
section in the April issue. 

The items for consideration by the National Seminar to be recommended to the 
Women's Division were sixteen in number. Most were related to the Mission Area oi 
Christian Social Relations. Ten received concurrence, one was deleted and five 
failed to pass. People involved in leadership activities made the Seminar exciting 

The National Seminar will be a continuing journey or process as the issues are 
being resolved and as we dialogue about them in groups who want to know more a ou 
them. 

Mrs. Nathaniel P. Perry, Vice Resident 


YOU ARE PI MISSION 

Missionaries, now called Persons in Mission, serve in more than 55 countries, 
including the United States, as teachers, doctors, social workers, community de- 
velopers, agriculturalists, journalists, pilots, experts in dozens of fiel s. 

Often they respond to requests from foreign _ countries to provide expertise in 
specific short term assignments working with nationals (never called natives ; ♦ 

Since Methodist churches are well established in most of these .countries, 
local pastors provide effective evangelism enabling persons in mission to focus on 
their specialties. 

On our recent mission trip to India and Bangladesh, my husband and I were 
tremendously impressed with the quality and variety of Methodist projects. 

For example, at Butler Girls' School, Delhi, we met a happy, active child who 
formerly had been listless and inattentive. Alert missionaries had brought about 
this change by providing her with high protein supplement manufactured by SPRA 
(Soya Production and Research Association) —another Methodist project. 

As a UJif YOU are part of this valuable work through your pledge to mission. 

Mrs. Marcus X. Burks, Mission Coordinator for Christian Global Concerns 


MEMBERSHIP 

A sense of belonging is a basic human need. United Methodist Women offers any 
woman an opportunity to belong and to be a part of something she considers worthy 
of her time, money, and concern. 

DO YOU BELONG? 

Don't you feel the joy of fellowship with other Methodist Women? 

Don't you want to share this joy of belonging with others you know? 

Membership is the foundation upon which we build. At our conference mid-year 
executive meeting we set some goals for 1977 in membership: 

1. Increase membership by 10% 

2. Recognition and involvement of new members. 

3 . Encourage new member month 

U. Kickoff campaign at Annual Meeting '76 with special recognition 
at '77 meeting. 

These goals affect all local units. PREPARE FOR DEC I SI ON '76. 

Mrs . Edward Carruth, Chairperson 
Committee on Membership 


RARING ROOM ^ 

,/bur ■written ideas explMUft^ 
y®®t* -1.06&X projects. 

SHARE*. SHARE*. SHARE*. SHARE’, 
materials from the local units 
e.nd the District Executive Committee . 

Resource materials include: slides, 
photographs, books, films, filmstrips, 
inaps, letters, leaflets, programs, 
mimeographed materials, and teaching 
aids. 

Send any idea that has worked for you 
or for your group. Share with members 
who are willing to pay cost per copy 
and mailing cost. We will display re- 
sources in a special place during the 
School of Christian Mission. 

WE MUST HAVE YOUR MATERIALS BY MAY JO. 

Mrs. E. Mae Calvin, Mission 
Coordinator for Supportive Community 


^ tCNFERENCE SLIDE PRESENT ATT DM 

• \ 

. TWO FIRSTS? 

. ' 'UAH A SECOND: First issue 

. of the Conference Newsletter, first no- 
, tice of tiie forthcoming Conference Slide 
. Program built around the four work areas. 
. The particulars will be sent to each 
. District Vice President. The important 
« thing NOW is for everyone to start snap- 
. ping activities that depict mission, 

. social involvement, supportive community 
. and Christian personhood. Slides will 
. be edited by the committee and will be 
* made available (with script) for use 
.-throughout the conference. This is to 
. be about YOU and will only succeed with 
. YOUR cooperation. Contact your District 
. Vice President, or write to me for full 
. details. 

« 

. Mrs. Robert Eggerton 

. 21+6S lake Oaks Parkway 

. New Orleans, LA 70122 

. Chairperson, Task Group 

. Conference Slide Presentation 


PROGRAM RESOURCES 

NEW address of Secretary in the Ruston District: Mrs. William A. Rowell, Jr. 

JOS N. Parkers on Street 
Rayne, Louisiana 705 7 S 

NEW packet of Peoples and Systems *. Cost: 1*6.95 • If you. buy all the items 
separately it would cost you '101 Bar ga in i 

Be sure and meet and talk with your District Secretaries in the literature room 
both at the School of Christian Mission and the Annual Meeting. 

Mrs. R. P. Durham, Secretary of Program Resources 


SOUTH CENTRAL JURISDICTION QUADRENNIAL MEETUP 

ON OUR WAY — This theme keynoted our South Central Jurisdiction Quadrennial Meet- 
ing in Kansas City, April 2-h, attended by 2Sj UMST. Our Louisiana delegation 
included Mmes . Truman Ward, Nathaniel Perry, Robert Bruphacher, Walter Brock, 
Marcus Burks, Edward Carruth, Inez Chrisentery, Robert Compton, Vernita Booker, 
Finis Crutchfield, and Juanita Ivie. 

Mrs. Wilton Killam (Lufkin, Texas) was elected president to succeed 
Mrs. E. L. Ferris. Louisiana claims one elected to Committee on Nominations— Mrs. 
W. B. Gardner-— and also one elected as nominee to Women’s Division — Mrs . Inez 

Chrisentery. 

Program emphasis highlighte d General Conference Exposure . -Ms mall 
groups (’’Legislative Commit tees ’Q/we dealwfith five major issues: wopZd hunger, 
minority ethnic concerns, women's concerns, episcopacy, human ^sexuality; and the 
body took action on Committees’ resolutions. J An excellent original multi -media 

production ’’Looking GlassF-^timulated further looking at is sues. — 

Worship^6hrough effectiy e-ilse of Scripture, musicj'^.nterpretive 
dance, personal expressions of^raitHTand the ultimate experience of Holy Communion 
climaxed our meeting\in the ,/ closing celebration AS WE GO ON OUR WAY. 


UNITED METHODIST WOMEN - WE ARE ON OUR WAY. 

V 


Praise God from Whom all blessings 
flow! 


Mrs. Walter H. Brock ^ 

Mission Coordinator for Chris 


ihood 


LEGISLATIVE TRAINING EVENT 

MAI 19 - 20, 1976 — BAT® ROUGE 

■■ 1 m ' r ''“ ' ■ r " ■ ■ ti - * “ 

Theme s Human Needs and Legal Rights 

Purpose: To educate and motivate women to develop tools for Christian Action 
Where : First United Methodist Church, Baton Rouge, Louisiana 
Who : Anyone who wants to learn more about legislative processes and where 
we fit in. 

There will be many outstanding speakers. You will learn how a 
bill becomes law, how to communicate with your legislator and 
how to conduct a Legislative Training Event in your district. 

Fb trick Henry electrified the colonies in 1776 when he made this immortal 
statement: "Is life so dear or peace so sweet as to be purchased at the price 
of chains and slavery? Forbid it. Almighty God, I know not what course others 
may take, but as for me, give me liberty or give me death.” 

We can think of this quote as "Justice and Injustice." Which course will 
you take? Through legislation and perseverance, we are able to eliminate barriers 
that confront us today. 

Some Important Things to Remember: 

1. Be a registered voter. 

2. Know the names of your local, state and national people. 

3. Attend political meetings to meet the potential candidates. 

4. Ask questions. 

We must, in our voting, pick out the best candidate who is sympathetic to 
our cause. 


Mrs. Arthur M. Johns on. Mission Coordinator for 

Christian Social Involvement 


CHURCH WOMEN UNITED 

The Conference President of UMitf serves as the ifethodist representative to the 
board of Church Women United of Louisiana. Several UM are presidents of local 
units (districts) and others are elected officers to the board. We are proud of 
Mrs. William Haskell (Jean) who has completed a three year term as president of 
CWU of Louisiana. 

The Annual Assembly was held at St. Paul United ifethodist Church in Monroe in 
March, The theme, "Che Community Under God," was presented by outstanding speakers 
such as Dr. Tom Boyd and Dr. Martha Oates. The purpose of Church Women United is 
to encourage church women to come together in a visible fellowship to witness to 
their faith in Jesus Christ and, enabled by the Holy Spirit, to go out together 
into every neighborhood and nation as instruments of his reconciling love. 

As United Methodist Women we are Church Women United in witness and service. 

Any Ward, President Louisiana Conference Ulff 


NEWS FLASHES 

FROM PROJECTS IN OUR CONFERENCE 

SAGER BROWN SCHOOL 

Sager Brown provides quality education including physical 
education, music (piano, choir, rhythm band), art and penmanship. 
Religious education is part of each day’s schedule. Personal, 
cultural, spiritual and intellectual growth are still our emphases. 
HELP US GROW l 


DULAC COMMUNITY CENTER 

The Mother-Child Home Program of Dulac Community Center goes 
into the home to teach the mother how to work with her child, thus 
improving the child’s learning ability and mother’s self-image. WE 
NEED TOUR HELP’. It would be greatly appreciated. 


HFW3 FLASHES 

FROM H>OJFf^“Bi r 'tM7;afFERMCS — • continued 


MftCDGNELL UNITED METHODIST CHILDREN’S SERVICES 


lifacDonell United. Methodist Children’s Services held their Annual Open 
House on April 25? 1976. Cur visitors heard about the services ■which 
this mission of the Church provides, such as Residential Care, Emergency 
Shelter Cars, and Family or Child Counseling. This was an enjoyable 
and educational experience for all who attended. 


PEO PLES COMMON TTY CENT ER 

Working with the concept that the training of the whole child is 
essential, you can appreciate the social developmental and enriching 
excursion the children and the instructional staff of Peoples 
Community Center enjoyed on Thursday, April 15, 1976. 

The children were able to forget almost all the academic subjects 
and indulge themselves in an old-fashioned Easter Egg Picnic at 
City Park on its picnic grounds. 

A nutritious lunch was prepared and carried along with Easter eggs, 
candy and fruit. 

It was a fun-filled, enjoyable and educational experience. 


ST. MARK’S COMMUNITY CENTER 
St. Iferk’s Program Called ’’One of the Nation’s Best” 

The National Council of Jewish Women, in its Annual Meeting held in New 
Orleans the week of March 26, highlighted the Treme Street Academy (T.S.A.) 
a junior high school operated by St. Mark’s Community Center in New 
Orleans. The NCJW in a forum on juvenile legislation and the need for 
community-based programs, called T.S.A. ’’one of the nation's best Street 
Academies." 

Treme Street Academy, now two years old, works with students who are on 
suspension from school or probation from the Juvenile Courts. Enrollment 
is geared for seventy students who receive standard junior high credits 
and certification in an alternative setting. 


St. Luke's United Methodist Church 

58T5 Canal Boulevard 

New Orleans, Louisiana 70124 
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suggested by: Mrs. John Macy 
Slidell, UiffiT 

ALL UNITED METHODIST WOMEN ARE INVITED TO ATTEND 

ANNUAL MEETING SEPTEMBER 17-13 1976 

HENNING MEMORIAL UNITED METHODIST CHURCH - SULPHUR, LA. 

THEME 

"UNITED METHODIST WOMEN IN ACTION!" 

GUEST SPEAKER - MRS. YVONNE FERRIS 

Past President South Central Jurisdiction 

CELEBRATION OF GIVING DECISION '76 

COMMIUNION ELECTION OF OE’FICERS 

DISTRICTS SHARE! G RESEARCH AND ACTION PLANS ON ISSUES AND CONCERNS 

ALEXANDRIA W OMEN IN TELEVISION 

MIRROR, MIRROR . . . WHO'S THE FAIREST ONE OF ALL? 

Television is that mirror and too often the reflection of women is distorted. 
United Miethodist Women across the country have been engaged in monitoring 
prime time television programs. Join with the Alexandria district women to 
see and hear their findings. You may want to unplug your television! 

Mrs. Sidney Evans, Acting President 


BATON ROUGE PRISONS 

"I was in prison and you came to me...." In the Bat*n Rouge area there are 
many correction institutions for offenders of different ages, and with different 
types of problems. Much work has been done by the churches, and the United 
Methodist Women have had a part. Although we feel the individuals need to know 
that someone cares about them while they are in confinement, concerned Christians 
can render an even greater service at the time of release by helping them to 
face a new life and become whole persons. In our program, we hope to offer a 
challenge with emphasis in the areas of religion, social life, rehabilitation, 
legislation and news items (posters) . "As you did it to one of the least of 
these my brethren, you did it to me." 


Mrs. Chris Hall, President 


HAMMOND POVERTY 

WO IN A TRAP — a one act play. Affluence and Poverty trapped in an elevator 
share - " their problems in a moving drama told in a sad and sometimes humorous 
dialogue. A consciousness raising discussion will be presented, along with 
techniques designed to involve the group, and ways of acting on the issues 
of poverty. 

Mrs. M. A. Muller, President 


LAFAYETTE DISTRICT 


FAIRNESS TO WORKING WOMEN 


A panel of women will present the issues of Fairness to Working Women. The 
types of women on the panel will be: 

Union - operator at industrial plant 

Politician - educator 

Government - League of Women Voters 

Profession'- doctor or lawyer or real estate 

Unemployed - housewife 

Self-employed - business woman 

There will be a list of books and resources given to those who attend. 

Mrs. Felix Mestayer, President 


LAKE CHARLES MISSION EMPHASIS AS REFLECTED BY OUR GIVING 

Giving Through the Unit, Giving Through the Church, 

Giving Through Charities, Motivation for Giving. 

We will seek an answer to which method accomplishes the most good with our 
dollar. Do you know? A hint: one children's society dedicates of every 
dollar to research — the 97$ remaining pays for salaries, office rentals, 
expense accounts and new cars yearly * for its president and two vice-presidents. 
(Research done by U. S. Senate sub-committee.) Other research shows more 
surprises. Come to Annual Meeting for a more complete report. 

Mrs . Warren Blakeman, President 


MONROE AGING 

"Grow old along with me - the best is yet to be." In the near future, over half 
of all persons in the United States will be above 50 years of age. We in the 
United Methodist Church have been pioneers in the field of aging and we must con- 
tinue to explore ways of serving our people of all ages. Remember — Aging can 
be beautiful'. 

lift’s. Gloria Bennett, President 


NEW ORLEANS 


CHILD ADVOCACY 


Our purpose has always included a concern for women and children. Once con- 
sidered the property of their parents, children are now considered to be full 
human beings in their own right, but human beings to whom adults and society 
in general have special obligations. Come hear how qualified elected leaders 
and unique volunteers give their time, energy, devotion and prayers to become 
child advocates. 

Mrs. George W. Carter, President 


RUSTON SOCIAL SERVICES AVAILABLE 

Six local units in Ruston District are researching Social Services offered in 
their respective parishes and will share their findings at the Annual Meeting. 
It is hoped that other United Methodist Women will want to make a fact-finding 
survey of Social Services available in their communities with real concern for 
reasons and results. 

Mrs . R. J. McGehee, President 


SHR EVEPORT HUMAN NEEDS 

Our concern will be: "Human Needs — Ministry to YYomen and Children." Yfe will 
be sharing with the group the story of Oakwood Home for Women Alcoholics spon- 
sored by St. Luke's United Methodist Church in Shreveport and the story of 
"Operation: Nutrition" sponsored by the Shreveport Metro-Ministries for children 
in this area. 

Mrs. Harvey Carter, President 
■GROUP .10 

Highlights of General Conference will be given by: Mrs . Robert Compton 

Mrs. Inez Chrisentery 


REPORT OF 1976 SCHOOL OF CHRISTIAN MISSION 
MRS. CECIL READ, DEAN 

United Methodist Women left the School of Christian Mission in July inspired 
to "prepare the way of the Lord" through Christian discipleship in their local units 

A total of 330 women shared the high experience of worship and study under 
the leadership of a fine teaching staff. The mid-week school attendance was 2I4.9, 
the weekend school Si. 

Throughout the coming year the influence of the school will be reflected as 
women share their increased awareness of issues and sensitivity to concerns 
viewed through the theological teachings from the Book of Mark. It is hoped 
that more effective study in local units will result from the exposure to in- 
spired teaching and learning experiences. 

The Women's Division and Louisiana Conference U.M.W. make every effort to 
provide an opportunity for spiritual enrichment and enlightened knowledge through 
dedicated quality leadership. 

Plan now to attend the 1977 School of Christian Mission. In response to 
your requests, the mid-week school will be one day longer - July 19-22. The 
weekend school will be July 22-2Lj.. See you then'. The Dean will be Mrs. Robert 
Compton. 


COMMENTS FROM "FIRST TIMERS" WHO ATTENDED 
THE SCHOOL OF CHRISTIAN MI SSI® 


"I take this opportunity to express my 
heartfelt appreciation in being chosen 
as one of the young ladies from our 
District to receive a scholarship to 
attend School of Christian Mission. I 
had a very rewarding experience and I 
enjoyed the School tremendously. It 
was inspirational and. educational. 

This year was my first but with God's 
blessing, not my last." 

-Allanda Williams 
St. Peter UMC 
Donalds onvi lie 


I was ... 

...thrilled when the president of CWU 
in Shreveport-Bossier City opened 
the meeting with a devotional. 
...stirred and angered by the movie 
showing man's inhumanity to man 
(and women) in South Africa. 

...happy to reunite with Christian 
women I have worked with when 
living in other areas of the state 
and other areas of service. 
...excited to meet new friends, get 
better acquainted with other friends 
and be inspired by new leaders. 
...inspired by morning devotionals, the 
prayers, the Bible Study, sharing 
with others and being with all 
those Christian women 

-Mrs. Jean Haskell 
Gentilly UMC 
New Orleans 


Because I did not know what to expect 
I went with great anticipation. I left 
feeling fulfilled. Everyone got along 
so well. I saw true Christianity in 
practice. The instructors were so 
Knowledgeable. I wanted more time to 
absorb, and I am very pleased that next 
year the school will be extended to 
four days. To sum up exactly how I 

feel If the Good Lord's willing. I'll 

be there next year. 

-Mrs. Stephen Rainey 

Lafayette District 


To me the School of Christian Mission 
was very meaningful. There were so 
many things to see, hear, and learn. 

'The study on the Book of Mark was 
inspiring, the study on People and 
Systems was challenging. The films 
and leadership training were informa- 
tive. This is an experience which 
every member of United Methodist 
Women should enjoy. 

-Mrs. T. A. Thompson 
Hartzel United Methodist 
Church 
New Orleans 


SPECIAL RECOGNITI® FOR EXCELLENCE OF STUDIES 


I. Honor Roll 

Complete at least two of the approved studies during the calendar 
year with a minimum of six hours each. 


( continued) 


( continued) 


II. Banner Roll 

Initiate some action as an outgrowth of the studies, such action 
to be in line with the Purpose of United Methodist Women. 

PLAN NOT TO HAVE YOUR UNIT RECEIVE SPECIAL RECOGNITION FOR EXCELLENCE 

OF STUDIES AT THE SCHOOL OF CHRISTIAN MIS SIGN 1977. 


MI SSI CM COORDINATOR FOR CHRISTIAN SOCIAL INVOLVEMENT 


Serving as Conference Mission Coordinator for Christian Social Involvement 
has brought new experience and adventure that caused me to expand my concept of 
mission. 

Many people do not want to face new adventures and new experience. They 
are not willing to get involved with the events of our time. As Christian 
women we should assume responsibility to cope with the facts which surround us 
in terms of government and human needs. We should be willing to perform tasks 
which will create a world which is not only beautiful but meaningful, in terms 
of human relations, justice, and equality. 

Christ's ministry was continually focused on persons. His mission in 
life was to fulfill prophecy of the past, in these words: "I have come to 
preach good news to the poor, recovering of sight to the blind... to proclaim 
release for the captives, to set at liberty those who were oppressed and to 
proclaim the acceptable year of the lord." 

His was a ministry of liberation, and we are called to liberate in His 
name, as well as to be liberated. 

Mrs. Arthur M. Johnson (Lauretta) 


COMMENDATION FOR LEGISLATIVE TRAINING EVENT FROM 
CONFERENCE BOARD OF CHURCH AND SOCIETY 

The Legislative Training Event of the United Methodist Women in the Louisiana 
Conference was a great success. Fifty-seven women from the state attended the 
session on May 19—20 in Baton Rouge. 'The purpose "To educate and motivate 
women to develop tools for Christian action" was indeed fulfilled by such 
leaders as Lillian Walker, Ollie Osborne, Judge and Mrs. Pugh, Pat Evans and 
Judge James Dennis. Our thanks to UM/'J who participated on the program: The 
Rev. Kathy Henderson, Elizabeth McGowan, Beth Foster, Lottie Palazzo, E. Mae 
Calvin, and Helen Brock. The ladies of First Church Baton Rouge and Fran Hall, 
District President, were such gracious hostesses. One of the highlights was 
attending a session of the legislature, meeting our representatives and sitting 
in on committee meetings. This was followed by a special treat of coffee in 
the Mansion and a visit from the governor. The learning sessions included 
How a Bill Becomes Law, How to Communicate with Your Legislator, How to Conduct 
a LTE in Your District, A panel on law and Children, Women, Aging and the Indi- 
gent. Thanks to the Committee led by Laurette Johnson for a job well done. 

Comments from Participants: 

Good introduction to legislative process! Whetted one’s appetite. 
Informative. Motivating. Learned more about what I can do. In- 
spiring and worthwhile . Let's have another one. Presented in 
delightful way. Plan to motivate my local Church. Tremendous to 
be a part of this experience. Great speakers. Will enable us to 
"Be in Mission." Received more than expected. One of the greatest 
events of UMW. Should be an annual event. 


MEMBERSHIP 'DECISION '76' 

The time of 'Decision '76* is approaching and we will have special 
emphasis on this at our Annual Meeting in Sulphur, September 17 and IS. 

What will YOU do to help us reach our goal in 1977— not only of a ten 
percent increase in new membership but also a deeper commitment of those 
of us now involved in-. the great work of the United Methodist Women. 


( continued) 


First, plan N QW to bd at Annual Meeting in Sulphur and join in our covenant 
service Friday afternoon. 

Second, follow the leadership of your district and local chairpersons of 
membership in efforts to secure our goal. 

Third, work in your Membership Motivation ¥ orkshops next spring. 

Fourth, make sure now that your local unit will be one of those given 
special recognition for membership gains at Annual Meeting 1977* 

Fifth, and certainly of most importance to All of the above, pledge 
yourself to pray for the on-going work of United laethodist Women. 


Nancy M. Carruth 
Conference Chairperson 
Membership 


St. Luke's United Methodist Church 

5&75 Canal boulevard 

New Orleans, Louisiana 7012i| 
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CONFERENCE SCHOOL OF CHRISTIAN MISSION 
DATES 

School No. 1 - Tuesday, July 19, lsl5 PM — Friday Noon, July 22 

NOTE: One day longer 

School No. 2 - Friday, July 22, 6:30 PM — Sunday Noon, July 21* 
STUDIES - LEADERSHIP 

WOMEN OF THE BIBLE 

STUDY I£ADER: Mrs. G. W. Dameron, Pineville, La. 

(This study will be taught to the entire school) 

THE CARIBBEAN CRESCENT 

'■ -!' » ■ » ' ■■■ — 

STUDY LEADERS: Ms. Marion L. Baker, Evanston, Illinois 
Mrs. William E. Trice, Dallas, Texas 
Mrs. C. B. McGowan, Baton Rouge, La. (first session) 

THE LOCAL CHURCH IN G0D»S MISSION 

STUDY LEADERS: Mrs* Melvin 3. Hemphill, Cleveland, Miss. 

Mrs. Io D. Dorsey, Owensboro, Kentucky 

Mrs. W. J. Cunningham, Memphis, Tenn. (first session) 

SPECIAL OPPORTUNITY 

This year Program Resources and Resource Learning Center will combine to provide 
for you exciting ideas and materials to help make this the very best time of learning 
and spiritual growth. 

CHANGE OF DATS FOR EXCELLENCE OF STUDIES 

Special recognition will be given to all units completing their studies and 
qualifying by April 30, 1977. Send applications to District Coordinator for 
Christian Global Concerns. 


MEMBERSHIP MOTIVATION WORKSHOP 

A conference wide Membership Motivation Workshop was held January lii—16 at Hot 
Wells Resort under the dynamic leadership of Mrs. Kenneth Barto of Reading, Pa., a 
former member of the Woman* s Division,, This meeting was aimed towards increasing 
membership and renewal of commitment of those already members. All Conference elected 
leaders were invited to participate as well as District Presidents, Vice-Presidents, 
Supportive Community and Membership. These four key persons are planning and executing 
workshops in their respective districts and pass information into the local units. 

All local units are asked to use their Membership Motivation Workbooks and are remind- 
ed that the lists of new members should be sent to their District Chairperson on 
Membership by June 1, 1977. Special recognition will be given to units reaching or 
passing the 10 % increase in membership by September 1977. This recognition will be 
given at our Annual Meeting, held September 16-17 at First United Methodist Church, 
Alexandria. 

Mrs. Edward T. Carruth, 

Conf. Chairperson, Committee on Membership 

TOP PRIORITY - PERSONAL COMMITMENT TO JESUS CHRIST 


Do you want to grow spiritually? Do you want to experience personal renewal? 

Louisiana Conference United Methodist Women has set as its one goal for this 
year PERSONAL COMMITMENT TO JESUS CHRIST. Our Conference Committee on Program, 
under the leadership of Mrs. Nathaniel P. Perry, Vice-President, has assumed respon- 
sibility for implementing this goal. 

A task force chaired by Mrs. Walter H. Brock, Mission Coordinator for Christian 
Personhood, met March $ to design a plan for implementation of this goal at all levels. 

Within the next month a communication will be mailed to all LOCAL Presidents, 

Vice Presidents, and Mission Coordinators for Christian Personhood j DISTRICT Officers j 
members of the Conference Executive Committee and Committee on Nominations. That 
piece will contain suggestions and resources to help Locals and Districts delve deep- 
ly into persuit of this goal. Some total conference involvement is being planned 
also. 


TOP PRIORITY, continued 


Begin talking about this goal and preparing to design your Local and District 
programs, incorporating your own personal ideas and any suggestions forthcoming 
from the Conference committee. 

This can be an exciting experience of spiritual growth - this can be a means 
of revitalizing our adssional involvement - if we take seriously this goal and 
deliberately seek "... to know God and to experience freedom as whole persons 
through Jesus Christ. Through this means we can even hope to "stir into flame 
the gift of God which is within you (and me)" (II Tim. 1:6). 

Will you join me in undertaking this goal of PERSONAL COMMITMENT TO JESUS 
CHRIST as part of your preparation during the Lenten season for the glorious 
celebration of Easter”? 


Mrs. Walter H. Brock 

Mission Coordinator for Christian Personhood 


TREASURER'S REPORT 

These are good days for United Methodist Women in the Louisiana Conference. 

We overpayed (by a generous amount) our '76 pledge to support the mission programs 
of our church, and pray that your assistance will continue. Our conference pledge 
is $1£0«000» 

However, I wonder if each local unit is expressing appreciation for their own 
leaders and supporters. Special Memberships are ideal for both members and non- 
members since the money goes to missions and the recipient is awarded a token of 
your esteem. 

Congratulations to the New Orleans District units who honored so many of their 
supportive pastors last year. Already this year 21 men and women across the state 
have received Special Memberships. They include these: 

h from Monroe District (plus an Honorary Membership) 

5 from the Lake Charles District 
k from the Shreveport District 

3 from the Alexandria District (plus an Honorary Membership) 

3 from the Baton Rouge District 
2 each from the Lafayette and Hammond Districts 
1 each from the Ruston and New Orleans Districts 

Emphasize Special Memberships in your Districts and Local Units. Many 
individuals deserve such a thank you, from you personally or as a group. 

If you need more information, contact your district treasurer or me. 

Mrs. Richard Hoffpauir, Conference Treasurer 


UNITED METHODIST WOMEN IN TOUCH WITH THE WORLD 

The Districts in Louisiana are very busy being in touch with the World} from 
Mission Fairs and Bazaars for information, to adopting foster children, making 
clothes for the Methodist Home Hospital, working with International students and 
their wives, visiting children in Louisiana Training School and at the ward at 
Conway Memorial Hospital, to Mothers' Day out for young mothers, adult activities for 
Older Citizens, large type copy of the Uoper Room, and Public Forums to assess the 
needs of children. Come along as we explore these varied means of being in touch 
with the World with our United Methodist Women. 

MISSION FAIR 

Our first stop will be the Mission Fair at Alexandria. Here, fifteen agencies 
of the church will be represented In booths depicting the work being done— the 
five Louisiana Projects - Spanish Mission, Children's Home, Methodist Home Hospital, 
etc. The entire District is participating. The day will start with a worship 
service led by Dr. David Flude of UMCOR. After we have visited all the booths, we 
bid farewell to Alexandria and go to Lafayette. 

TRAVELING BAZAAR 


This is a Community Wide Project besides being a means to raise money for Missions. 
Here, we will visit three homes where we may make purchases. Plants, pots, hanging 
baskets and related items may be purchased at the Greenhouse. Jellies, jams, cakes, 
pickles, fudge, breads may be found at the Gingerbread house. Christmas decora- 
tions, pillows, stuffed animals and other handcrafted items may be found at the 
Boutique. We have enjoyed ourselves and helped the Mission work of the UMW. 


ADOPTION OF PERSONS IN NEED 


I" ^-evepoopt, forgotten persona* foster children* and house shut-ins are adopted 
by the different groups# Attention* little extras and love are given to these 
persona to make their lives more meaningful and this enriches the lives of the 
people doing the giving# Can you think of a more wortbwile project in your 
community? 

SEWING SERVICE PROJECTS 


We will now visit a very unique Sewing Circle in Ruston# In response to two 
needs; a commitment to meet the interests of women and a request for children* a 
clothing from the Methodist Home Hospital in New Orleans* A survey had revealed that 
women were interested in K Sewing Service Projects'*# With church-wide publicity* 
requests for patterns* fabric* notions* etc#* and initial funding from the Local 
Budget and individual Circle contribution the circle was organised# The group 
meets weekly at the church where they plan, cut and sew the garments. Two members 
bring their portable sewing machines* and hand work and additional sewing is done 
at home as the members ©an give the time® This group has recently purchased their 
own machine and additional sewing materials from funds received from sale of plants, 
home-baked and bone canned foods as a part of their churchtride Bicentennial 
Talent Fair. 

The Sewing Circle has met the needs of women who found no other way to serve# 

The fellowship opportunity is an important plus for the Sewing Mission. The entire 
Church has participated in this Mission opportunity through contributions# 

VISITS TO CHILDREN 


In the Monroe District* units go to Louisiana Training School each month t© 
visit the Childrens Ward at the Conway Memorial Hospital and take gifts to the 
children with love# The Mothers* Day Out here is ecumenical in that ladies from 
other faiths take care of the Methodist Nursery one day a week giving young 
mothers a day out# 

ADULT ACTIVITIES 


In the Lake Charles District, the women have begun a mission project for an 
Adult Activities Center which has become & District wide project# It began with 
the donation of one frame house in good condition that was envisioned as a meeting 
place for the older members of the community. Some of the men of the church 
painted and put the house into shape for classes in ceramics* art and handwork 
of many kinds# With the addition of a gift shop and the support of the church 
members, the center has become a self-supporting* busy center for persons from all 
over the area# A staff of experts in arts and crafts has been secured to donate 
their services# The center has been a blessing to the entire community# 

INTERNATIONAL HOSPITALITY 

In Baton Rouge* one of the churches close to LSU has an unusual opportunity 
to form world-wide friendships and fulfill their Christian purpose at the same 
time through two organizations which meet at their church: - Neighbors *Round 
the World and Small World , ” 

Neighbors 'Round the World is a group made up of American and International 
women, who meet socially for entertainment several times a year# It was originated 
in 1963 by a Methodist and Presbyterian group* but all churches are Invited to par- 
ticipate# Every November the women give a luncheon for this group* and it is always 
one of the best attended meetings of the year# No matter where the entertainment 
is planned* the club always meets at the church first where a children's nursery 
is maintained# 

Small World was an outgrowth of Neighbors 'Round the World* as it was soon 
realized that there was a great need for someone to teach English to the foreign 
members of our community# Classes for this purpose have been conducted since 1965 
and meet once a week# Learning is on a possible nine levels* according to the 
needs of the students# 

Membership in both of these organizations was originally intended for wives of 
LSU students but it was soon discovered that Cuban and Vietnamese in the community 
wanted to learn English while communicating with others of many nations# 


HUGHES DAY CARE CENTER 


About two years ago, the circle of Young Mothers at one of the churches in 
Baton rouge became interested and concerned about the Hughes Day Care Center. It 
is a pre-school that provides learning activities for 20-25 mnderpriviledged two, 
three and four year olds. The group has given a Christmas party for the children 
several tiroes. From six to twelve ladies take refreshments, songs, an art activity 
(Christinas card collage and colored strung macaroni) and books. Each year one 
special feature for our party has been a Christmas Story illustrated by Win Burks. 
There are illustrations for the children to color and enjoy. 

In an effort to be of more help, two members of the group took a special 
activity and spent an hour with the children each month. As the group became more 
aware of the needs of the center, they wanted to do more to help. A bake sale 
raised enough money to buy a few supplies. In a work day, the group made ABC books 
and play dough and milk carton blocks for the children. 

By investing their time and a small amount of money, the group has been 
rewarded many times with the smiles and hugs of happy children* 

TAPED PROGRAMS AND LARGE PRINT BOOKS 

W© now travel to the Hammond District* One of their projects is the donation 
of Large Print Upper Rooms to those whose eyesight is failing. This is a blessing to 
those persons and an enrichment to their lives. Guideposts are donated to 
Doctors* offices, hospitals and nursing homes. 

One of the other units has taped devotional programs for the shut-ins. 

Another unit provides financial help for a Dulac college student* Scholarships are 
needed and units wishing to provide scholarships should send the money through the 
local, District and Conference treasurer stating the name of the reeeipient and 
the school. 

ABUSED CHILDREN . 

The women in Hew Orleans are helping ABUSED Children. After assessing the 
needs, they initiated a program and are co-sponsoring a Parent* s Public Form. 

Health kits for women at St. Gabriel Prison and homemade candy for the 
Leprosy Center at Carville are some of the other things being done. 

These are some of the things being done in Christ *s name in Louisiana. Need- 
less to say, many units are doing seme of these things that were outlined here 
and just not mentioned* 
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